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Professional Autonomy and Self-Regulation — 1 ZEZEH
. World Medical Association (tREML) : MadridE S 1987

Professional Autonomy :

1. The central element of professional autonomy is the assurance that individual physicians have
the freedom to exercise their professional judgement in the care and treatment of their patients.

Professional AutonomyMDIREEIZH DL DL, B LR DERS ., ZEDFHIZE THEESE
ELTOHIERZT I, BICEONLEBEHINRIESN TSI ETH D,

2. The World Medical Association reaffirms the importance of professional autonomy as an essential
component of high quality medical care and therefore a benefit to the patient that must be preserved.
The World Medical Association therefore rededicates itself to maintaining and assuring the continuation
of professional autonomy in the care of patients, which is an essential principle of medical ethics.
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Professional Autonomy and Self-Regulation — 2

Self - Regulation :

3. As a corollary to the right of professional autonomy, the medical profession has a continuing
responsibility to be self-regulating. In addition to any other source of regulation that may be

' World Medical Association (R EEL) : MadridE & 1987

SEAEH

applied to individual physicians, the medical profession itself must be responsible for regulating
the professional conduct and activities of individual physicians.
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4. The World Medical Association urges physicians in each country to establish, maintain and actively
participate in a system of self-regulation. It is this dedication to effective self-regulation that will
ultimately assure professional autonomy in patient care decisions.
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