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Table 1 High school girls are more frequently diagnosed with
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A comparison of patients with Parkinson’s disease and high
school girls exhibiting severe bilateral movement disorder and
unilateral upper limb tremor. High school girls are more likely to
suffer from hysteria, although they have symptoms similar to

those of patients with Parkinson’s disease.
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Why are neurological symptoms after human papillomavirus vaccination mistaken

for psychogenic diseases?

Hiroshi TAKASHIMA

Department of Neurology and Geriatrics, Kagoshima University Graduate School of Medical and Dental Sciences

Many patients present with extremely serious problems
such as headache, photophobia, acoustic hyperresponsive-
ness, severe pain, menstrual disorders, various sleep dis-
orders, and POTS after human papillomavirus vaccina-
tion (HPV vaccine). In addition, patients exhibit various
neurological symptoms such as movement disorders, walk-
ing disturbance, involuntary movement, abnormal sensa-
tion, memory disturbance, and so on. However, these
symptoms are variable and have been considered to be
symptoms of hysteria (somatoform disorder, somatic
symptoms). Immunosuppressive treatments were not ad-

ministered because many cases were considered to be of
neurological origin. In such cases, the disease condition is
objectively evaluated to diagnose and treat patients with
neurological symptoms. In conclusion, the wide-ranging
symptoms of the central nervous system include those
caused by disseminated autoimmune encephalitis and al-
so symptoms of the peripheral small fibers. Thus, accord-
ing to the obtained findings, the neurological symptoms
caused by HPV vaccination are related to immunological
diseases, and not psychogenic diseases. In addition, the
cause of misdiagnosis has also been described.
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