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50 [ Intrapartum with indications
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v [1 Antepartum with indications
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‘Increased risk’

of baby deaths

at midwife-run
birth centres

BY BEEZY MARSH
Health Correspondent

BIRTH
midwives
health warnir
watchdog fou
have more cl
there than thos
hospital.

The Government’s National
Institute for Clinical Exeel-
lence | 5 concerns
over the safely of NHS birth-
ing centres, which are used
by more than 20,000 women a
year who want to avoid “medi-
calised” laboy

Pregnant women will be
told Ilml i i

CENTRES

e

15
delivered in

e
more to get to a hospital.

A (lcl.n in getling an emer-
arcan, ventouse or
1 baby at

pui
ereater risk of suffocation in

after labour in birth centres

compared with women who
give birth in hospital.

he death rate in hospilals

. Offi

ve declined to revea
cl ure for birth
- ¢ the guidance is
published next yea

Around 100 birth centres
are run by the NHS, many in
rural areas where the near
st hospi s up to 20 miles
away. Some are situated in

‘If women need a

Caesarean it can

take 45 minutes

to be transferred
to hospital’

i spokesman said:
“The deaths mav be due to

Women must have all the
options and information
aboutlabour beione them.

Some speci
have unr

tree; bel eving them (o be a
“halfy ay” house between the
urity of a hospital and the

sec
comtfort of a home birth, but
ng o realise that if any-
thing goes wrong there are no
doetors on hand.

The head of midwifery at
one leading NHS teaching
hospital, said: “It concerns me
that women book into a birth
centre wrongly believing it is
a ‘halfway hous lllhwncul
an epidural or a Caesarean
we are then getting in to

. In some
minutes

or more.
“There have been tragedies
and it is only afterwards that

the mothers say, ‘I wish I had
know
Although

most of the

Sclme women prefer birth centres but researchers fm.lnd a ‘slightly increased' risk of their babies dying durin|

soaring Caesarean rate - it is
now 22 per cent - and of hos-
pital infections including the
“superbug” MRSA, mean n that
many women are keen to stay
out of labour wards.

The risk of tragedies in
birth centres was exposed
rm.Enlly by an independent

nto six sy deaths

al lhe NI[S Wy) ‘orest Birth

Centre in Kidderminster
between 2000 and 2003.

The findines ed poor

obstetrician at  the Royal
United Hospital NHS Tru
in Bath, said birth centre
can pose risks for women
with sudden severe problems
in labour because of the time
needed to get to hospital. but
such incidents were ra
The NHS could not cope
without birth centres and the
ternative for women in rural
areas could be giving birth on
the roadside on the way to the

pital™ he said

problems there is a very
strong chance your baby will
be born dead. But that can be
a problem even in hospital
maternity units.”

Mr T s NHS trust runs
six birth centres — the most
gle trust in Br
1 deliver 1,700 babies a
up to
30 minutes to the main I
pital but the mortality r
well below average.

Marv Newburn. head of nal

is

Mater
financil
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