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The Washington Post

Democracy Dies in Darkness

Tied down and locked away: Harrowing tales

emerge from Japan’s psychiatric patients

A shrine to Kazuya Ohata at his parents’ home in Kanazawa, Japan. He died at age 40 after being

physically restrained in a psychiatric institution. (Simon Denyer/The Washington Post)

By Simon Denyer
June 19, 2021 at 5:00 p.m. GMT+9



Court award

In the case of Ohata, the patient with schizophrenia, the hospital initially
said he died of heart failure. His parents commissioned a separate autopsy
that showed he had suffered a deep-vein thrombosis after being tightly
bound.

Sumiko Ohata, son Takashi and husband Masahiro in their home in Kanazawa. (Simon Denyer/The

Washington Post)
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